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Dear Centennial Residents

While the pandemic has 
impacted all of our lives in so 
many ways, it is inspiring to 

see the resilience of our shared community 
and what we can accomplish in the 
midst of great challenges. Our staff has 
transformed their instruction to meet 
students' needs right alongside these 
challenges. Our students and families 
have been right alongside us, making the 
best of the situation under the extreme 
circumstances.  

While we miss the traditional events 
that have become a part of the fabric of 
Centennial, we have made new memories 
and found creative ways to come together. 
We also have much to be proud of.  Due 
to your support, we passed a $65 million 
dollar construction bond in a convinc-
ing manner, during this global pandemic. 
This is the first construction bond passed 
in our community in over 19 years. As a 
result of your willingness to invest in our 
schools we will be able to increase safety 
and security, address critical repairs such as 
roofs, floors and HVAC systems, as well as 
renovate and modernize learning spaces. 

I am particularly excited about convert-
ing Oliver into a middle school, which 
will allow us to transition our sixth graders 
into a 6-8 model.  This opportunity allows 
our elementary schools to shift to K-5, 
opening up space at the elementary level.  
The conversion creates two 6-8 middle 
schools in the district. Both Centennial 
Middle School (CMS) and Oliver will 
be renovated creating expanded learning 
spaces for middle school students.  Con-
struction has begun on both of the track 
and field areas at CMS and Oliver, both 

tracks are expected to be completed in late 
April. 

The majority of the Oliver Middle 
School conversion is expected to be com-
pleted by the fall of 2022.

As part of our bond project we will 
be adding new dedicated gym spaces to 
Meadows, Patrick Lynch, Powell Butte 
and Parklane Elementary schools.  All 
elementary buildings will be renovated 
based on each school's identified needs. 

In the next 90 days, the much-needed 
renovation will begin on the Centen-
nial High School (CHS) pool, as well as 
relocation and replacement of the high 
school's tennis courts. CHS will also begin 
addressing flooring, classrooms and com-
mon spaces. 

Summer construction includes boiler 
system repairs, lighting replacement, gym 
floor refurbishment at Pleasant Valley as 
well as flooring, classrooms and common 
spaces including the front office and the 
media space.  Centennial Middle School 
gyms, Oliver’s upper gym and the main 
gym at Centennial High School will also 
undergo work. 

The district will also move forward to 
update IT infrastructure in relation to 
safety and security, correct drainage issues 
and begin working on floors and roofs at 
select sites. 

Thanks doesn’t seem to be an adequate 
word to describe my appreciation for all 
of you who have assisted and supported 
us throughout this process which started 
almost two years ago. I am grateful for our 
citizen’s group “Yes for Centennial Kids” 
and for everyone that served on our Fa-
cilities Planning Committee. The overall 
success of this bond election is due to the 
direct support, time, effort and thought-
ful engagement led by “Yes for Centen-

nial Kids” co-chairs Shar Giard and Rod 
Boettcher. I am grateful to our community 
volunteers, PTOs, Booster clubs, donors 
and fundraisers, parent volunteers, teacher 
volunteers, and student volunteers who 
assisted us throughout the process, and the 
campaign.

The world drastically changed in 2020, 
and we have changed with it.  What is un-
changed is the love, care and commitment 
we have for our students.  This is a truly 
historic time for the Centennial School 
District and I feel fortunate to serve in a 
community that understands the value of 
education and participates in supporting 
our students and community. 

Soon the pandemic will be behind us, 
and the experiences we have been miss-
ing will return.  We have learned much 
over the past year, our reliance on teaching 
solely through technology has sparked 
innovation beyond what we thought was 
possible.  Moving forward we recognize 
that our ability to personalize learning for 
our students has grown tremendously.

Centennial, our future is bright and we 
look forward to continuing to serve our 
students, families and community. 

Wishing the best to you and your  
family, 

Sincerely, 
Dr. Paul E. Coakley
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W hen Oregon Governor Kate Brown ordered all 
schools to extend Spring Break by a week last 
March to help curb the spread of COVID-19, no 

one imagined that it would be more than a year before students 
in Multnomah County would begin to come back for some in-
person learning.

The pandemic turned everyone’s lives upside down, including 
the entire Centennial School District community.

 From middle and high schoolers who have to help younger 
siblings get through their school work before they can tackle 
their own, to master teachers whose confidence has been 
undermined by challenging technology, to students who have 
disappeared completely. Everything is different. Staff, students, 
teachers’ administrators, everyone has had to recalibrate, adjust 
and find new ways to function in the ever-shifting demands the 
pandemic brought everyone.

 As the weeks became months, Centennial School District 
teachers, administrators, and staff met almost daily to reinvent 
how best to deliver instruction to students online. Sports 
and extra-curricular activities were canceled, and end of year 
celebrations, field trips, prom and student recognition events 
didn’t happen. The graduation ceremonies at Centennial High 
School and Centennial Park School were held outside as drive 
throughs, with family members allowed out of the car just long 

enough to snap a photo of their grad receiving their diploma. 
 Throughout the summer district staff worked on plans to 

offer a hybrid model of learning in the fall – which would be 
a combination of in-person instruction at school and online 
learning. But as the number of COVID cases in the state 
continued to rise, planning shifted to how to best provide 
Comprehensive Distance Learning (CDL) for all students in the 
district.

For many students and their families, CDL was and still is 
a struggle. On top of the technology and access issues, students 
grappled with the grief of having lost a loved one to Covid-19 or 
parent job losses. 

“My students show up and bring the best that they have that 
day,” said Esther Harris, a second-grade teacher at Patrick Lynch 
Elementary School. “I’m amazed at their resilience. One thing 
we learned together in zoom school is how to mute out all of the 
background noise and focus in on the lesson at hand. They are 
so resilient.” She added, “We’ve been separated by COVID-19 
but grown closer. We now have a common experience we have 
all been through and when we look back, we’ll remember the 
sadness and challenges, but also the resilient spirit and how we 
worked together to meet these challenges.”

 Harris is looking forward to connecting with her students in 
person through hybrid learning and has started preparing them 
for wearing masks and social distancing, going over protocols in 
a fun and engaging way. 

 “If a seven-year old can show up via Zoom and smile, I can 
too.”

 Some teachers also struggled with CDL, particularly some 
long-time educators, who are extremely confident and competent 
with in-person learning, but had their confidence shaken by the 
on-line environment.

 “Teachers who are master teachers, rock star teachers, are 
now questioning ‘am I a good teacher?’” said Johanna Castillo, 
Principal, Centennial Middle School. 

 Castillo is heartbroken that outstanding educators doubt 
their abilities because of technology struggles.  She also knows 
distance learning makes building a sense of community at her 
school more difficult. “It’s been hard to maintain the trajectory of 
a positive culture because of the distance. It’s heavy on my heart,” 
said Castillo.

 While some have struggled with CDL, there are other 
students and staff that are thriving under Comprehensive 
Distance Learning. Many older students like the autonomy and 

Pandemic shut down school buildings, 
creating new opportunities and challenges

Teachers throughout the district got creative with setting up their 
virtual classrooms at home.
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the ability to manage their own time. One Centennial High 
School teacher took an informal poll and found 50 percent 
of their students prefer on-line school to in person learning. 
Teachers, students and staff appreciate that when a student is 
done with their work, the student can “leave” class.

 “With in-person learning, that would not be possible. We 
can’t have students just walking around the school, but it’s fine 
for on-line learning. The student has completed the work, the 
teacher checked it and then the student is free to go work on 
other homework or take care of other responsibilities,” said Mairi 
Scott-Aguirre, CHS Principal. “People like the sense of agency.”  

 At the high school level, CDL also forced compressed 
learning schedules, meaning students enroll in courses for eight 
weeks but take fewer of them - only four per quarter. Before 
CDL students took seven classes over an 18-week period. 

 Many students have had to go to work to help support their 
families. They have told teachers were it not for Comprehensive 
Distance Learning, they would have had to drop out of school.

 “Some students are now working during the day. At night 
they are logging into their lessons and completing some 
coursework. But they would be gone entirely if it wasn’t for 
CDL.”

 For other students, like Freshman Nadia Petryuk, her 
schoolwork comes last, after helping five younger siblings with 
their on-line learning needs. 

 “As a high school student handling both my work and 
teaching my siblings I find it difficult, but at the end of the day 
it’s all worth it.  And there is no real alternative,” said Petryuk. 

 Some teachers, who mostly work with older, more self-
directed students enjoyed the autonomy CDL provided. 
Other teachers, particularly those teaching elementary school 
have found that their workload increased, due to juggling the 
demands of learning new technologies as well as teaching them 
to their students along with the curriculum. What has been the 
most challenging, though, is the lack of in-person interaction 
with their students. 

While many have managed the challenges of CDL, some 
students appear to have left school entirely. Centennial’s 
enrollment across the district has dropped by 400 students since 
the pandemic closed schools last year. Teachers and staff have 
done what they can to track down missing students. For some it’s 
successful, and the student returned to classes, but other students 
have completely disappeared. 

Superintendent Paul Coakley is glad to see students slowly 
return to in-person learning. He said, “As a district, we will 
continue to focus our efforts on safety, effective instruction, 
support, equity and access for our students and families. Together 
we will create the best possible learning environment for the 
remainder of this school year.”

TOP: When COVID 19 closed school buildings last year, students 
and teachers shifted to virtual classrooms and did all work on-line. 
Many students at the high school appreciated that once their work 
was done, they could “leave” class to do other things.

BOTTOM: Graduation for the Class of 2020 looked different than in 
the past. Centennial High School held a drive-through ceremony at 
the school’s stadium.
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Much-needed facilities work moves 
forward, thanks to voter approval of bond

L ast May, local voters passed a $65 million bond allowing 
Centennial to make much needed upgrades throughout 
the district. 

“May 19th was a great day for Centennial!” said Paul 
Coakley, superintendent. “I want to express my sincere gratitude 
to everyone who took the time to vote. You said ‘yes’ to our 
students, staff and community. We believed we put together the 
best package we could without raising taxes for our community, 
and our voters agreed.”

In addition, the district received an additional $7.5 million 
matching grant from the state of Oregon, which will allow more 
projects to be completed.

Shar Giard, Co-Chair of the community group “Yes for 
Centennial Kids,” former School Board Chair and member 
of the Facilities Committee has worked hard for several years 
to get a bond approved. She said, “Thank you to the voters of 
the Centennial School District for passing the bond, allowing 
needed improvements in all of our school buildings - our 
children, families and staff deserve these improvements!” 

The Centennial School Board has appointed a Bond 
Oversight Committee, chaired by School Board Director Rod 
Boettcher. The committee is an independent, community-based 
group that will monitor all applicable Bond construction projects 
and help the community stay informed about new construction 
and renovation projects in the district.

 Work on the bond projects started in the fall and will 
continue over the next couple of years. Here’s the latest:
• The tracks at Oliver and Centennial Middle School have been 

prepared to receive a new rubber surface when the weather is 
drier and warmer.

• Preliminary work on two of the biggest projects has started. 
Mahlum Architects are meeting with school district staff 
and working on the designs for the new gyms at the four 
elementary schools. The DLR Group – the same architectural 
group that led the facilities study prior to the bond, is leading 
the district through a process to identify the modifications 
needed to convert Oliver back to a middle school.

• New lights have been installed at the stadium at Centennial 
High School and plans are underway to fix the tennis courts.

• Later this spring and through the summer, the swimming pool 
at Centennial High School will be repaired.
With the return of students and staff back in the schools 

earlier this month, some of the planned work has been pushed 
back to this summer or next summer. Projects include: boiler 
system repairs at some sites; lighting replacement; refurbishing 
gym floors at Pleasant Valley and the upper gym at Oliver; 
repairs to the Centennial High School locker room floors; 
security upgrades to the district’s IT infrastructure; and site 
drainage improvements at Centennial Middle School, Meadows 
and Pleasant Valley Elementary Schools.

LEFT: Four elementary schools will have new gyms built, alleviating the scheduling problem caused by having a combination cafeteria/
auditorium/gymnasium. RIGHT: The pool at Centennial High School will be repaired over the summer.
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As a student teacher working toward her Bachelor’s degree in 
physical education, Anne Ellett never dreamed she would wind 
up having such an award-winning career. That was 1966.

More than 55 years and hundreds of students later Anne 
Ellett is still at Centennial High School (CHS), still coaching, 
and still winning awards - most recently, the 2020 National 
Federation of High School Associations Spirit Coach of the 
Year. 

“What’s kept me here are the kids,” said Ellett. “It’s the 
students who come through and want to be a part of the 
program.”

“She is a great ambassador for the coaching profession,” said 
the Oregon Athletic Coaches Association in a recent statement. 
She exemplifies the highest standards of sportsmanship, ethical 
conduct and moral character.”

After graduating from Portland State University  with a 
Bachelor of Science, she was hired as a Physical Education and 
health teacher at CHS. Later she returned to PSU, earning  a 
Master of Science degree in counseling, all while coaching the 
Hi C’s Dance and Show Dance teams. In 1973 she and fellow 
Portland area dance coaches started the first statewide high 
school dance competition.

Along the way, she led the district’s dance teams to 11 
state championships, and received the Dance Drill Coaches 
Association of Oregon’s lifetime achievement award in 2012. 
She was also a two time Coach of the Year award winner by the 
organization. 

“Anything she asked us to do, any dance move, she could 
do it too,” said Vicki Dettmann, a current CSD employee and 
former student dancer in the  late 70s Ellett. “She modeled her 
expectations on and off the dance floor. Her care and concern,  
ethics and integrity made us love being on her team and made 
us work hard to become the best we could be.”

While Ellett is pleased with the accolades she and her 
students have garnered over the years, the ones she’s most proud 
of are the teams’ academic achievement awards. For Ellett, 
studies always come first.

“Academics are incredibly important. Last year the 
Centennial Dance Team had the highest cumulative grade point 
average overall in the state for their sport,” said Ellett. “Before 
dance, that’s what mattered most.”

While most of her students did not go on to professional 

dance careers, many of them became lawyers, doctors and went 
on to pursue impressive careers.  One of those students is Katie 
Harman Ebner, Miss America-2002. Harman Ebner tours the 
world as a professional opera singer.

“Anne was so creative and so very exacting. She always 
expected the best out of us and wanted the best for us,” said 
Harman Ebner. “The caring discipline and her demand for 
excellence is something she reinforced in me, and I rely on it to 
this day when preparing for concerts.” 

When asked if she plans on retiring soon, Ellett doubts it. 
“Why would I retire,” said Ellett “It’s not a job. I love what I 
do.”

Centennial's Anne Ellett chosen as 
National Spirit Coach of the Year

BOTTOM: In 2017, Anne Ellet appeared on KGW for her 50 years as 
a CHS Dance Coach.
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If you have a Facebook account, “Like” Centennial School 
District and ask your friends and family to follow us.

Want to know more about Centennial School District?  
Scan this QR code with your smartphone!

6-8
The number of hours that most Centennial 

students spend in the classroom each week, since 
moving to hybrid learning in April.

2020-21 by 
the Numbers:

5,000
The number of Chromebooks the district has 

provided to students who did not have a 
computer of their own.

400,000
The approximate number of meals the district 

has provided to students over the past 13 months 
through weekly pick-up locations.

State grants allow 
district to do more 
building upgrades

 The Centennial School District is always seeking ways to 

stretch dollars to better serve students. One way is to secure 

grants, which allows general fund dollars to go further.  This 

year, the district secured Energy Trust of Oregon (ETO) 

grants for mechanical systems controls at Centennial High 

School for $109,432 and at Oliver Elementary School for 

$52,255. In addition, grants for controls upgrades at the 

district’s other seven schools are expected to range between 

$25,000 and $35,000 per site.

The District is also working with local area mechanical 

contractors to get cost estimates to replace damaged steam 

traps at Oliver Elementary School and Centennial Middle 

School where ETO will reimburse for half of the overall 

cost. 

 Lighting and lighting control grants were significantly 

reduced by Energy Trust of Oregon for 2021 but are 

expected to return to normal for 2022.  Many of the lighting 

upgrade projects throughout the district will be rescheduled 

for 2022 to better leverage grant opportunities.


